
SR/191/2025 

BEFORE A DISCIPLINARY COMMISSSION CONVENED PURSUANT TO SECTION 8 OF 
THE EFL REGULATIONS 

The Rt. Hon. Sir Gary Hickinbottom (Chair) 
Kelly Stricklin-Coutinho 
Amina Graham 

BETWEEN: 

THE FOOTBALL LEAGUE LIMITED (the “League”) 

Claimant (Charges) 
/ Respondent (Appeal) 

and 

(1) SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY FOOTBALL CLUB LIMITED (the ‘Club’)

Respondent (Charges) 
/ Appellant (Appeal) 

(2) DEJPHON CHANSIRI (‘Mr Chansiri’)

Respondent (Charges) 

DECISION OF THE DISCIPLINARY COMMISSION 

Introduction 

1 This is a Decision of the Disciplinary Commission in the above proceedings as between 

the League, the Club and Mr Chansiri. It has been made prior to a substantive hearing 

having taken place, being in terms agreed between the League, the Club and Mr 

Chansiri which we have considered and approved in accordance with our overriding 

objective – to deal with these proceedings proportionately and expeditiously (2024/25 

and 2025/26 EFL Regulations, Appendix 2 paragraph 9.1). This agreement has arisen 



in circumstances where, since the commencement of the proceedings, the Club has 

entered into administration and has therefore separately become subject to an automatic 

12-point deduction.

Procedural background and the scope of these Proceedings 

2 On 3 June 2025, the League brought charges against the Respondents pursuant to the 

2024/25 EFL Regulations in relation to conduct taking place in the 2024/25 Season (the 

“Original Charges”).  

3 Also on 3 June 2025, the League imposed an automatic Fee Restriction on the Club 

pursuant to the Regulation 52.6.3(c) of the 2024/25 Regulations (the “First Fee 

Restriction”).  

4 On 24 June 2025, the Respondents provided their Response to the Original Charges. 

As set out below, the Respondents admitted all of the Original Charges but raised points 

of mitigation in respect of the appropriate sanction to be imposed. Also on 24 June 2025, 

the Club filed an appeal pursuant to Regulation 52.6.4(b) against the imposition of the 

First Fee Restriction imposed by the League (the “First Appeal”).  

5 With the consent of all the parties, on 3 July 2025, the Disciplinary Commission decided 

that the League had permission to amend its notice of charges dated 3 June 2025 to 

include the further conduct of the Respondents up to and including the 9 July 2025 and 

that this Disciplinary Commission would hear those charges. 

6 On 4 July 2025, the League imposed an additional Fee Restriction on the Club pursuant 

to Regulation 52.6.3(c) of the 2025/26 Regulations (the “Additional Fee Restriction”).  

7 The 2025/26 EFL Regulations came into force on 23 June 2025 and therefore apply to 

any charges and any appeal before this Disciplinary Commission for the period 23 June 

2025 to 9 July 2025. The 2024/25 EFL Regulations apply to any charges before 23 June 

2025.  

8 With the consent of all the parties, on 9 July 2025 the Disciplinary Commission decided 



    

 

that, in addition to the First Appeal, it would hear any appeal brought by the Club 

pursuant to Regulation 52.6.4(b) against the Additional Fee Restriction.   

9 Also on 9 July 2025, the League filed an ‘Amended Notification of Charges’ to include 

the further conduct of the Respondents up to and including the 9 July 2025 (the 

“Amended Charges”) alongside the Original Charges. As set out below, the 

Respondents admitted all of the Amended Charges but raised points of mitigation in 

respect of the appropriate sanction to be imposed. 

10 On 14 August 2025, the League filed its ‘Reply and Response to Appeal’.  

11 With the agreement of the League and the Club, this Disciplinary Commission has 

decided to stay the First Appeal, any appeal from the Additional Fee Restriction and any 

related issues. The stay is indefinite with liberty to both the League and the Club to apply, 

and is in recognition of the likelihood that these matters will also be settled between the 

League and the Club when a new owner is in place (following the administration 

described below). This Decision therefore does not determine the First Appeal or any 

appeal from the Additional Fee Restriction which remain in issue between the League 

and the Club.   

 

Subsequent Events   

12 On 24 October 2025 the Club filed a notice to appoint administrators (the 

“Administration Notice”) which is an ‘Event of Insolvency’ pursuant to the 2025/26 EFL 

Regulations.  

13 As a result of the Administration Notice, the Club was immediately subject to a 12-point 

deduction pursuant to Regulation 12 (the “Event of Insolvency Deduction”).  

 

 

 



The Charges 

The Charges against the Club 

14 As set out in the League’s Amended Notice of Charges dated 9 July 2025, the charges 

against the Club are as follows (the numbers being the charge numbers): 

4.1.1 The Club is guilty of Misconduct for having failed on three occasions this Season to pay 

its Players on time in strict adherence to the terms of the Standard Contracts between the 

Club and its Players, in breach of Regulation 64.7, as follows: 

•  The Club failed to pay its Players for the month of March 2025 (the ‘First Breach’)

•  The Club failed to pay its Players for the month of May 2025 (the ‘Second Breach’)

• The Club failed to pay its Players for the month of June 2025 (the ‘Third Breach’)

4.1.2  The Club is guilty of Misconduct for having failed to pay sums required under 

Regulation 52.6.1, 52.6.2 and 52.6.3 respectively: 

• The Club failed to pay the transfer fees and/or Loan fees or wages in respect of the

following players: 

o  (the ‘Fourth Breach’)

o  (the ‘Fifth Breach’)

o  (the ‘Sixth Breach’)

o (the ‘Seventh Breach’)

o (the ‘Eighth Breach’)

o  (the ‘Ninth Breach’)

o  (the “Tenth Breach’)

• The Club failed to pay His Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (“HMRC”) the tax

liabilities it owed in June 2025 (the ‘Eleventh Breach’) 

• The Club failed to pay its staff and employees:



o For the month of March 2025 (the ‘Twelfth Breach’)

o For the month of May 2025 (the ‘Thirteenth Breach’)

o For the month of June 2025 (the ‘Fourteenth Breach’)

4.1.3  The Club is guilty of Misconduct in failing to report (as required by Regulation 

52.6.6) without any reason or explanation the following: 

• Its failure to pay its staff and employees for the month of May 2025 (the ‘Fifteenth

Breach’) 

• Its failure to pay Loan wages owed to by 31 May 2025 (the ‘Sixteenth 

Breach’)

15 The League also relied on the following matters as aggravating conduct by the Club: 

15.1 Upon failing to make the payments due on 30 June 2025 (the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, 

Eighth, Ninth and Fourteenth Breaches set out above) the Club failed to report its 

default within 2 days of the missed payment in accordance with Regulation 52.6.6; 

15.2 In Season 2020/21, the Club failed to pay its Players in months; March, April, May 

and June 2021 for which the Club was charged pursuant to (then) EFL Regulation 

63.7;1 and 

15.3 In Season 2023/24 the Club defaulted on sums due to HMRC in respect of PAYE 

for which it was placed under an embargo from 25 October 2023 until 2 November 

2023 following payment of the outstanding sums.  

16 By its Response to the Amended Notice of Charges dated 30 July 2025, the Club 

admitted the First to Sixteenth Breaches.  

The Charges against Mr Chansiri  

17 As set out in the League’s Amended Notice of Charges dated 9 July 2025, the charges 

1 The Club admitted the charge. An Agreed Decision was reached pursuant to which the Club was subject to a 
suspended 6-point deduction (reducing to a suspended 3-point deduction if no Triggering Event occurred before 
31 December 2021). The suspended 3-point deduction would only then be activated if the Club committed a 
further breach of (then) EFL Regulation 63.7 on or before 30 June 2022 



    

 

against Mr Chansiri are as follows (the numbers again being the charge numbers): 

4.2.1  [Mr Chansiri] is guilty of Misconduct pursuant to Regulation 21.2.2 for having 

procured the Clubs breach of Regulation 64.7 by failing to ensure the Club had requisite 

funds to pay its Players on time in strict adherence to the terms of the Standard Contract 

(the ‘First UBO Breach’). 

4.2.2  [Mr Chansiri] is guilty of Misconduct pursuant to Regulation 52.6.5 for having 

procured the Club’s failure to make payments contrary to Regulations 52.6.1, 52.6.2 and 

52.6.3 by failing to ensure the Club had requisite funds to meet its obligations (the 

‘Second UBO Breach’). 

4.2.3  [Mr Chansiri] is guilty of Misconduct pursuant to Regulation 52.6.6 for having 

procured the Club’s failure to report its defaults on payments (the ‘Third UBO Breach’). 

18 By his Response to the Amended Notice of Charges dated 30 July 2025, Mr Chansiri 

admitted the First to Third UBO Breaches. 

 

Sanction 

19  As described above, the Club and Mr Chansiri admit all of the charges against them. 

The issue in these proceedings now is therefore the appropriate sanction that should be 

imposed on the Respondents in respect of the admitted Charges in the circumstances 

that apply. 

20 Sanction in the context of breach of the League’s Regulations must  take into account 

that the rules govern the inter-relation between league clubs, and must achieve, 

proportionately, the legitimate aims of (though not necessarily in this order) punishing 

the Member Club in breach of the rules, vindicating other Member Clubs that had not 

breached the rules, deterring future breaches of the rules and restoring and preserving 

public confidence in the fairness and integrity of the league competition (EFL v Derby 

County Football Club (SR/017/2020) decision on sanction dated 30 June 2021, Mr 

Graeme McPherson KC, sitting as Chair of the Disciplinary Commission, paragraphs 18 

to 23).  



    

 

21 The importance of the various purposes, the level of sanctions and the sanctions’ 

proportionality should be assessed by reference to the rules that have been breached 

and their purpose (or in other words the legitimate aim that they seek to achieve) 

(Everton Football Club v Premier League (Appeal Board decision dated 26 February 

2024), The Rt. Hon. Sir Gary Hickinbottom, sitting as Chair of the Appeal Board, 

paragraphs 196 to 200). In this case the purpose of the rules is to secure the financial 

stability of Member Clubs and the League in general in a way that maintains the fairness 

and integrity of the league competition.  

The appropriate sanction against the Club  

22 Having considered the Club’s Response to the Amended Notice of Charges and noting 

(i) the seriousness of the Club’s misconduct; (ii) the Club’s admission of the First to 

Sixteenth Breaches; and (iii) the points advanced by the Club in mitigation; and also 

considering the other applicable circumstances including the 12-point Event of 

Insolvency Deduction imposed on the Club on 24 October 2025, the League agreed the 

following sanction with the Club as a global sanction for the First to Sixteenth Breaches: 

22.1 The Club shall be subject to an immediate additional 6-point deduction; 

22.2 The Club shall pay £85,000 (excluding VAT) as a contribution to the League’s 

costs of these Proceedings, payable as a Football Creditor claim upon exit of 

insolvency pursuant to paragraph 11.1.2 of the League’s Insolvency Policy; and  

22.3 The Club shall pay 50% of the costs of Disciplinary Commission and Sport 

Resolutions associated with these proceedings, 

(the “Agreed Sanctions”). 

23 Having considered the League’s Amended Statement of Case and the Club’s Amended 

Response, the Disciplinary Commission finds no grounds to object to or disapprove the 

terms of the Agreed Sanctions and the Club’s agreement to those terms and is satisfied 

that this agreement constitutes a bona fide resolution of the matter before it and in so 

doing settles the proceedings against the Club. The Disciplinary Commission also 

agrees that the Agreed Sanctions are within the range of appropriate sanctions available 

to it in the circumstances and as such orders the Agreed Sanctions by way of this 



    

 

Decision. 

The appropriate sanction against Mr Chansiri  

24 In response to the charges against him, Mr Chansiri has agreed with the League to give 

the undertaking set out at Appendix 1 to this Decision including that he undertakes that 

he will not seek (i) a Significant Interest (as defined in the EFL 2025/26 Regulations), or 

any legal, financial, beneficial or other interest in any Member Club at any time 

competing in the English Football League or (ii) to become a Director (as defined in the 

EFL 2025/26 Regulations) of any Member Club at any time competing in the English 

Football League, in each case for a period of three years from the date that the 

undertakings at Appendix 1 were signed (on 27 November 2025) (the “UBO 

Undertakings”). 

25 The Disciplinary Commission notes (i) the seriousness of Mr Chansiri’s misconduct; (ii) 

Mr Chansiri’s admission of the First to Third UBO Breaches; and (iii) that, by its Reply, 

the EFL sought Mr Chansiri’s disqualification.  

26 However, the Disciplinary Commission accepts the League’s assessment that, in 

consideration of Mr Chansiri agreeing to give the UBO Undertaking, and in order to deal 

with these proceedings proportionately and expeditiously, no further disciplinary action 

should be taken against Mr Chansiri.  

 

Publication  

27 This Decision shall be published by the League on its website and may be circulated to 

Member Clubs of the League.  
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Finality  

28 This Decision shall stand as a decision of the Disciplinary Commission pursuant to 

Regulation 93. 

29 This Decision is final and binding and not subject to appeal or challenge of any sort.  

 

 

The Rt. Hon. Sir Gary Hickinbottom (Chair) 

London, UK 
28 November 2025 
 



 
 

APPENDIX 1 
 

The Undertakings 
 
 

In consideration of the full and final settlement of: 

1. The Charges against me set out in the EFL’s Notification of Charges dated 3 June 
2025, as amended by the EFL’s Amended Notification of Charges dated 9 July 
2025, within the Disciplinary Commission proceedings against (1) Sheffield 
Wednesday Football Club (the “Club”); and (2) me (the “Proceedings”) including 
any contribution to the costs of the EFL and the associated arbitral costs (including 
the costs of Sport Resolutions and the Disciplinary Commission) in relation to the 
Proceedings; 

 
2. The potential charges against me for my procurement of the Club’s ‘Subsequent 

Defaults’ as set out in (i) the Second Witness Statement of Geoffrey May dated 17 
November 2025 in the Proceedings; and (ii) the First Witness of John Potterill-
Tilney dated 17 November 2025 in the Proceedings, between 10 July 2025 and 
24 October 2025; and 

3. The promises contained herein (the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby 
acknowledged), 

 
I, Mr Dejphon Chansiri, hereby undertake, whether acting by myself, a connected entity 
or person, my employees, my agents or otherwise howsoever not to: 

1. Seek a Significant Interest (as defined in the 2025/26 EFL Regulations), or any 
legal, financial, beneficial or other interest in any Member Club (as defined in the 
EFL 2025/26 Regulations) at any time competing in the English Football League; 

 
2. Apply to become, or become, a Director (as defined in the 2025/26 EFL 

Regulations) of any Member Club (as defined in the EFL 2025/26 Regulations) at 
any time competing in the English Football league, 

And accept that I am disqualified from doing so for the purposes of the Owners and 
Directors Test (from time to time) for a period of 3 full years from the date of these 
undertakings. 
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